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Journal of Science Fiction Special Issue on Environmental Studies

The MOSF Journal of Science Fiction is accepting submissions for a special issue on environmental
studies and science fiction to be released in the summer of 2020. 

Political and intellectual discourse over the last two decades is replete with the ominous potential 
of climate change. And for good reason, too – if the burning of the Amazon, the melting of the polar 
ice caps, and the scarcity and pollution of water in Flint, MI and cities across the nation tell us any-
thing, it should be that the environment is intensely formidable, magnificently sublime, and indefi-
nitely malleable, constantly changing before our very eyes. Over the last several years, studies of 
science fiction have come into contact with environmental sciences and studies through terms like 
ecofiction, cli-fi, and most prominently, (post)apocalyptic fiction. As a genre built upon the assump-
tion of change – amongst people, institutions, and ecosystems – science fiction (and speculative 
fiction more broadly) offers an avenue for progressive discourses, and through works of near-fu-
ture fiction, serves as a warning about the consequences of our present environmental practices.

We are seeking academic articles of 5,000 to 8,000 words, short reflection pieces of 500 to 1,000
words, and book reviews of 500-750 words by Sunday, March 1st. 

We welcome submissions focused on any and all aspects of environmental science fiction, and we 
are especially interested in works that offer insight into (but are not limited to) the following:

• Connections between science fiction and the environment; 
• Ecocritical readings of fiction and media; 
• Environment and sub-genres of speculative fiction like dystopian and (post)apocalyptic fictions; 
• Political discourse regarding global warming and science fiction;
• Representations of environmental disaster;
•Analyses of authors whose oeuvres are specifically concerned with the environment (such as 
Octavia Butler and Margaret Atwood);
• Post-apocalyptic culture and concerns;
• Scarcity of resources;
• Applications of theory (social science, geology, psychology);
• Metaphors for climate change;
• Non-Fiction;
• Artwork;
• Music;
• Book Reviews;
• Interviews;

Special consideration will be given to essays addressing literature, theory, and contemporary texts 
and trends.


